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The APEC Workshop “Sharing Best Practices for Seamless Intermodal Cargo Movement. Phase 1: Physical Infrastructure” was held in St. Petersburg, the Russian Federation, on 27-28 July, 2012.


Forty-two participants from the APEC Secretariat, eight APEC Member economies (Canada, China, Malaysia, the Philippines, the Russian Federation, Thailand, the United States and Viet Nam), including the Lead Shepherd of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPTWG) Ms. Arlene Turner, and an invited guest from the International Road Transport Union (IRU) attended the Workshop. The delegates represented governmental bodies, as well as private businesses, academia and non-governmental organizations. 


The Workshop gave an opportunity for APEC economies to network and exchange practices of transport physical infrastructure development as well as seamless intermodal cargo movement among APEC economies and across the Asia-Pacific region more broadly. It proved to be a good occasion for sharing visions before the 36th TPTWG meeting and the Special Transportation Ministerial Meeting on the development of integrated supply chains for innovative growth.
Workshop participants:

· were informed of current activities and national plans for transport-related physical infrastructure development in APEC economies,
· shared experiences and best practices on issues of intermodal cargo movement as well as physical infrastructure development, and
· discussed further steps and coordination mechanisms to improve regional connectivity, including activities of the TPTWG, APEC member economies and the private sector.


The following economies made presentations: Canada, China, Malaysia, the Philippines, the Russian Federation, Thailand, the United States and Viet Nam. Presentations were also made by the APEC Secretariat’s TPTWG Program Director and the IRU. A number of presentations were submitted by the Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation and leading Russian logistic businesses for discussion. Representatives from the business sector, including transportation and logistics companies, ports, trade companies, as well as from research institutions and non-governmental organizations from different APEC economies also made their presentations and statements on the Workshop issues.


Workshop speakers and presenters offered participants a variety of lessons learned, plans, prospects and ideas based on their multi-faceted experiences. The Workshop was successful in promoting the identification of relevant best practices as well as an exchange of understanding and awareness by APEC economies with regard to regional coordination within APEC. 

The Workshop participants agreed that: 

· problems and challenges are broader than the scope of the TPTWG, and can be overcome only in collaboration with relevant APEC structures (Canada), 

· key barriers to the flows of goods can be attributed to customs and a lack of efficient rail transportation in various APEC economies (USA),

· the lack of coordination of national infrastructure development plans also affects interconnectivity in the APEC region (Russia).

The following recommendations were made:

1. to work towards the unification of requirements for transport infrastructure facilities in each APEC economy and within APEC (Russia),

2. to promote the unification of services across the international transport corridors (Russia),

3. to increase the investment attractiveness of transport physical infrastructure projects (Russia), and to increase investment in the construction of infrastructure (China),

4. to enhance the use of public-private partnerships for transport-related physical infrastructure development (Malaysia),

5. to widely use technology innovations on all stages of the life-cycle of transport physical infrastructure facilities (Malaysia),

6. to strengthen governments’ cooperation on seamless intermodal cargo movement and to foster effective cross-border trade agreements to jointly contribute to intermodal transport and optimize procedures between / among involved economies (China),

7. to identify the long-term transport goal (USA),

8. to identify the barrier and obstacles to the successful conveyance and to develop the different strategies to overcome each identified barrier on the flow of goods (USA),
9. to encourage rail transport as one of the most efficient in the Asia-Pacific region (USA),

10. to coordinate national plans and regional plans in major corridors (Viet Nam).

The Workshop made the following recommendations to the APEC Transportation Working Group:

1. to continue the implementation of Supply Chain Connectivity (SCC) Framework and Action Plan through project and non-project activities,

2. to enhance and develop cooperation and information exchange with relevant APEC fora, networks, partnerships, coordinating and steering groups on the issues of seamless intermodal cargo movement and SCC Framework and Action Plan implementation (APEC Secretariat, Canada, Russia),

3. to actively involve the logistics, businesses, and academic sectors in relevant TPTWG activities,

4. to continue, promote and enforce capacity-building and communication activities in the APEC region (China),
5. to develop a strategic intermodal plan to eliminate barriers to the flows of goods (USA),

6. to consider whether the TPTWG should address rail issues in greater detail, and if so how this should be done (USA).


Participants agreed that the Workshop made substantial progress in advancing and understanding of the issues of seamless intermodal cargo movement. The Workshop increased the participants’ knowledge and understanding of successful activities in the area of transport-related physical infrastructure development in many APEC economies. 


It was noted that the Workshop and its outcomes will help to ensure the successful implementation of the project ‘Sharing Best Practices for Seamless Intermodal Cargo Movement. Phase 1: Physical Infrastructure’. 


The participants noted the good organization of this APEC event and expressed their gratitude to the hosting team.
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